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Reception Curriculum Overview

1. Personal, social and emotional 
development

2. Communication, language and literacy

3. Mathematical development

4. Knowledge and understanding of the 
world

5. Creative Development

6. Physical Development 

The Foundation Stage Curriculum is split 
into six areas of learning…



Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development

• Encourages children to be 
independent and to interact with 
other children and adults.

• Helps children to become confident, 
safe, secure and ready to learn from 
new experiences. 



Communication, Language and 
Literacy

• Encourages children to develop conversational 
skills.

• Will help children to develop listening and 
concentration skills.

• Enables children to begin to hear sounds in words 
and to link these sounds to letters.

• Encourages children to develop pencil control and 
to begin to make marks on paper.

• Will help children to learn to read individual 
words and eventually, simple stories 
independently.



Mathematical Development

• Helps children to count up to ten and 
beyond.

• Encourages them to use mathematical 
words such as greater, smaller, heavier, 
lighter, more, less etc

• Develops skills in comparing and sorting 
objects.

• Supports children’s understanding of 
shape and size including 2D and 3D 
shapes.



Knowledge and Understanding of    
the World

Helps children to gain an understanding of 
their world (Geography) 

Encourages them to look at changes over 
time (History)

Encourages them to explore and investigate 
(Science)

Helps to develop designing and making skills 
(D&T)

Will give your children the opportunity to 
understand and use information and 
communication technology (ICT).



Physical Development

• Supports children’s healthy 
development.

• Provides opportunities for using a 
range of large and small equipment.

• Helps them to develop a sense of 
space around themselves and others.

• Encourages balance.
• Develops practical skills such as 

dressing, undressing etc



Creative Development

• Inspires children to explore colour and 
colour changes. (Art)

• Helps them to explore shape and 
texture using all of their senses. (Art, 
D&T, Science)

• Develops an interest in music, singing 
and music-making. (Music)

• Develops confidence and imagination.



Class Star Timetable…
Year 1



Year One Subject Overview

Year One will take part in the following lessons:
• English (including phonics, guided reading, spelling) 
• Maths
• Science
• PE
• PSHE
• Computing
• Geography
• History
• RE
• Music
• Art
• DT

Please see separate booklet for objectives in more 
detail.



Phonics plays a large part in both Reception and 
Year 1 and there is an ongoing phonics focus in all 
lessons. Children also have daily phonics lessons.
At the end of year 1 all children are required to 
take part in a phonics screening check. In this,  
they practice reading real and nonsense words 
using all the phonics they have learnt. There is no 
pressure on children and all children build their 
phonics skill at their own pace with support.

I will go into more detail about Phonics later on in 
this meeting.

Phonics



Reading is the gateway to all areas of school and remains a top 
priority throughout your child’s school life.

Year One children will take part in guided reading sessions 3 
times a week and we will continue to teach phonics throughout 
the year. This will then become support for spelling where we 
teach spelling rules. Reception children will share books with an 
adult during this time.

We introduce comprehension skills and use these throughout 
the curriculum. 

We are committed to developing a love of reading for children. 
Tuesday afternoon the whole school take part in a reading 
buddy assembly and have story time each day with books we 
love. 

Reading 



Below are our expectations for children’s reading and returning of books: 

•Every child will be given a zip wallet for them to bring reading books to and 
from school. These will be individually named and the school will pay for these.

•All children’s reading books must be brought into school every day. 

•Children are expected to read at home at least five times a week. 

•An adult must sign reading records each time a child reads. These will be 
checked daily, and reading records can be used as communication between 
school and home. 

•We have a reward system in school linked to reading at home. 

•Children reading a book that is green level or below are expected to read the 
book three times in order to develop understanding and fluency. Their book will 
be changed after this.

•Children reading a book that is orange level or above will have their books 
changed upon completion. 

•All children in Class Star will need to read each book three times (not on 
the same day) before it will be changed.

Reading 



Lost reading books 

As you are aware, reading books cost a lot of money to purchase and 
we need to be able to track books, which have been damaged or lost by 
children or at home. If your child does not bring their reading book to 
school during the week, they will be issued with a lost book letter and 
a reminder will be sent home to return the book. If your child for the 
second week still does not bring their book to school, another letter 
will be issued to the parent requesting a £5.00 fee to cover the cost 
of the book. Your child will then be issued with a new reading book 
regardless (as it is so important children continue to read). The 
teacher will notify the office who will set up the fee on parent pay so 
payment can be made. If your child misplaces two separate reading 
books, then they will be required to keep their reading book in school 
and will not bring it home. If parents/carers do find the lost book, 
please take the book to the school office as they will take off the 
payable fee on parent mail. 

Reading 



Homework

• All children are expected to read 5 times 
a week.

• Year one children will receive weekly 
spellings to learn and be tested on. These 
will be sent home on a Monday and tested 
on the following Monday. 



What can you do to help your child’s 
literacy development?

• Sharing books, talking about the 
pictures

• Reading Book, make comments in 
their reading diary

• Phonic practice 
• Ongoing-encourage mark making, 

shopping lists etc.
• Encourage children to talk.



What can you do to help your child’s 
mathematical development?

• Numbers to learn

• Practise counting at any time-
climbing the stairs, shopping etc

• Play simple board games

• Sing number rhymes and songs 
together



Uniform

• Please ensure that names are in 
EVERYTHING!!! 

• Your child should bring in a bag 
EVERYDAY

• Send coats EVERYDAY

• Sensible shoes and no jewellery (only studs)

• P.E. to be worn on Thursday and Friday.

• Please provide wellington boots to be left 
in school. 



Other matters…

Please let us know if someone 
different is collecting your child!

Do you have any questions?

Medicine? (details to office please)

Lunches? (see menu)

Snack? (fruit, veg or plain biscuit)
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