


Class teachers – Mrs Thomas and Mr Boxall-Goynes

Teaching assistant – Mrs Begum/Miss Nicki

Teaching Staff









Oracy –
Finding our 
voice

This year, we will have...

Weekly oracy opportunities
Regular discussion, debate, explanation and presentation.

Poetry Cup
Developing expression, vocabulary and performance.

Speech Cup
Preparing and delivering a speech to an audience.

Buddy Assemblies
Using Talk Tactics to develop purposeful talk with younger pupils.

Our aim

Think it → Say it → Shape it → Write it



- Guided Reading - VIPERS
- Class Read
- Buddy Reading
- Reading at home
- Role Modelling



VIPERS
VIPERS is an acronym to aid the recall of the 6 reading 
domains as part of the UK’s reading curriculum.  They 
are the key areas which we feel children need to know 
and understand in order to improve their 
comprehension of texts.

VIPERS stands for
Vocabulary
Inference
Prediction
Explanation
Retrieval
Sequence or Summarise



Reading 
Expectations 

•Every child has a zip wallet for them to bring reading 
books to and from school. 

•Children are expected to read at home at least five times 
a week.

•An adult must sign reading records each time a child 
reads. These will be checked daily, and reading records can 
be used as communication between school and home. 

•When your child reads ten times, they will receive a 
reading prize in Friday’s celebration assembly. 

•The books that are sent home with the children are given 
in line with teacher assessment. Your child should be able 
to read the books with confidence, and reading at home 
should involve increasing fluency and comprehension. 



Lost Reading 
Books 

If your child does not bring their reading book to school 
during the week:
- lost book letter and a reminder will be sent home to 

return the book

If your child for the second week still does not bring 
their book to school:
- another letter will be issued to the parent requesting a 

£5.00 fee to cover the cost of the book.
- Your child will then be issued with a new reading book 

regardless (as it is so important children continue to 
read). 

If your child misplaces two separate reading books:
- they will be required to keep their reading book in 

school and will not bring it home. If parents/carers do 
find the lost book.



Homework

Spellings are set every Tuesday and tested the following Monday. Each week 
will focus on a different spelling rule or will be based of statutory spelling words.

Reading is an ongoing expectation. We ask that children read at home every day, 
recording this in their reading records, which are checked daily.

Times tables activities are set weekly, and children should also continue to 
use Times Tables Rock Stars at home to develop speed and fluency.

Grammar tasks will also be set weekly for both Year 5 and 6 pupils. These 
tasks will align with what I being taught in their weekly SPAG lessons.

By supporting children with these regular short tasks, families help reinforce the 
learning we do in school and ensure every child keeps moving forward with 
confidence.



What is Times Tables Rock Stars? Parents and Carers Guide

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZxZbRVvbYM


What else can you do at home?
English/reading Maths

- Read a range of 
books 

- Ask a range of 
questions about 
what they have read

- Writing shopping 
lists, cards, 
instructions etc. 

- Follow recipes

- Times Table Rock 
Stars (TTRS)

- Money work
- Problem solving
- Play board 

games/Dice games 
- Count anything!
- How many more…
- How many less…



SATs (Standard Assessment Tests)
Taken in May over the course of one week.

Pupils sit several short papers under formal test conditions, but we make sure the week feels calm and 
supportive.
◦ Reading Test (1 paper, 1 hour)
◦ Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (SPaG): This has two parts — a grammar and punctuation paper (45 minutes 

of short questions) and a spelling test (around 20 words read aloud).
◦ Mathematics: 3 papers — one arithmetic paper (30 minutes) and two reasoning papers (40 minutes each) 

Writing is not tested by a paper. Instead, it is teacher assessed across the year, using a wide range of 
independent work from different writing genres.

The results provide a national benchmark and are shared with secondary schools to help ensure a 
smooth transition.

How parents can help at home
The best way families can support is through regular reading, encouraging children to practise their 
times tables, and talking positively about learning. Little and often makes the biggest difference. A 
calm routine, plenty of encouragement and celebrating small successes all help children to feel 
confident and ready for any assessment.



Uniform
- Please ensure that names are in EVERYTHING!

- A bag must be brought in every day

- Water bottle

- Send coats/waterproofs

- Sensible shoes

- Stud earrings 

- P.E. kit to be worn on Fridays

- Outdoor shoes 



Our School Dog
We have chosen to welcome Otis into our school community because we believe that 
having a dog in school can have a positive impact on children’s wellbeing, confidence 
and relationships with school.

Otis is not simply a class pet, he is part of our wider approach to creating a happy, 
supportive school community.

Build positive relationships
Develop a sense of connection and belonging.

Feel calm and supported
Enjoy a positive and reassuring presence in school.

Build confidence
For example, through activities such as reading to [Dog’s Name].

Develop communication skills
Talk, listen and interact in a relaxed environment.

Learn responsibility
Develop kindness and an understanding of caring for animals.



Other matters…
- Please let us know if someone different is collecting your child

- Medicine? (details to office please)

- Snack? (fruit, veg or plain biscuit)

Please contact admin@gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk if you 
need to contact me! 

mailto:admin@gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk


Attendance

A Shared Priority

Gaddesden Row, Hertfordshire 
County Council and the government 
all view school attendance as a high 
priority. We ask that you work with us 
to ensure your child attends every 
day, on time, and ready to learn.



Attendance

We believe that every 
day in school counts. 
Regular attendance and 
punctuality are vital to 
ensure children reach 
their full potential — 
both academically and 
socially. 



Attendance

Missing a few days of 
school here and there or 
being 10 minutes late each 
day may not seem a big 
deal but research shows 
that it can have a 
significant impact on your 
child’s learning. 



Attendance

It is a fact that children who 
miss school fall behind their 
peers and struggle to catch up. 
Most of the work they miss is 
never made up, which can not 
only lead to big gaps in their 
learning but also have a big 
impact on their future options 
and opportunities.



Attendance



Attendance 
We also know that friendships can be affected 
by persistent absence. It can be hard for a 
child who misses lots of school to for 
relationships with their classmates.



Attendance

Play Development

Play development is an essential part of growing up. Children develop social 
skills and develop friendships with other children. The stages of play are:

Stage 1: Plays by themselves;

Stage 2: Plays alongside a friend but does not interact with them;

Stage 3: Plays with one friend only (this can go up until Year 5);

Stage 4: Plays with a group of friends.

Generally, most children are in either Stage 1 or Stage 2 until the  end of Year 5.  

If they do not attend school, they become an unreliable friend.  

School-based research has shown that children with poor attendance also 
tend to experience friendship issues.



Attendance

In particular, we need to stress how important it is that you don't take 
holidays in term time as it disrupts your child's learning. In keeping with the 
Local Authority directive, we will not authorise term -time absence unless 
you can evidence exceptional circumstances.



Attendance

Fixed Term Penalty Notices (FPNs)
In line with government legislation and Hertfordshire County Council 
guidance, Fixed Term Penalty Notices may be issued where there are 10 
sessions (equivalent to 5 school days) of unauthorised absence within a 10-
week period.
Only the Headteacher may authorise absence in exceptional circumstances.



Attendance

Holidays during term time, days out, or absences 
without valid reason will not be authorised.

If 10 or more unauthorised sessions occur within a 
10-week period, the Local Authority may issue a 
Fixed Penalty Notice of:
◦ £80 per parent, per child if paid within 21 days.
◦ £160 per parent, per child if paid between 22–28 

days.
◦ Non-payment may result in prosecution.
◦ Further periods of unauthorised absence may lead to 

further action.



Attendance
Together, we can give your 
child the very best chance 
to succeed — now and in 
the future.

If you are experiencing 
difficulties that may 
affect your child’s 
attendance or punctuality, 
please contact us. We are 
here to support you.



Attendance

Gaddesden Row JMI School Attendance Policy

Gaddesden Row JMI School – Attendance

HCC-statutory-attendance-leave-of-absence-request-form.docx

hcc-sapt-statutory-attendance-helping-parents-understand-penalty-notice-fines-
for-school-attendance-september-2024

IMPORTANT CHANGES TO THE LAW REGARDING PENALTY NOTICES FOR 
UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE

file:///C:/Users/HSmith/OneDrive%20-%20Gaddesden%20Row%20JMI%20School/Gaddesden%20Row%20Staff%20-%20Teacher%20Shared/Leadership%20and%20Management/Policies/2024/2024%20Attendance%20Policy.pdf
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=Attendance&pid=214
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=Attendance&pid=214
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/page/?title=Attendance&pid=214
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk%2Fattachments%2Fdownload.asp%3Ffile%3D91%26type%3Ddocx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=89&type=pdf
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=89&type=pdf
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=89&type=pdf
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=89&type=pdf
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=89&type=pdf
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=89&type=pdf
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=89&type=pdf
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=89&type=pdf
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=89&type=pdf
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=89&type=pdf
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=89&type=pdf
https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=89&type=pdf
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https://www.gaddesdenrow.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=93&type=pdf


After-School 
Collection

Late collection at the end of the school day and after-school clubs can have 
a negative impact on the provision we offer. The following procedure is in 
place to:

Ensure the safety and wellbeing of all children in our care.

Support staff in managing their responsibilities and commitments beyond 
the school day.

Promote positive partnerships with parents and carers through clear 
expectations.

Ensure the smooth running of after-school provision without disruption.

If a child is not collected at the end of the day or club: 

• We will call all emergency contacts to try to ascertain why the child is 
being collected late. 

• Late collection will result in the parent or carer being charged £3.00 unless 
an adequate explanation has been provided. 

• The school day finishes at 3.15pm. If we have been unable to get hold of a 
parent or carer by 3.45pm, social care will be contacted for advice. 

•All after-school clubs finish at 4.15pm. If we have been unable to get hold 
of a parent or carer by 4.45 pm, social care will be contacted for advice.



School PTA Update
G . R . A . F . T

GADD E SD EN  ROW  A L L  F R I ENDS  TOG E TH E R !



Calling for Volunteers
for the school PTA 
(GRAFT)

Can you help make a difference to the school and its 
students?

We will sadly be losing several of our PTA members 
at the end of this academic year, so we are looking 
for new volunteers to join this amazing group. Their 
work fundraises for the school and all money raised 
comes back to directly benefit the children and their 
educational experiences at Gaddesden Row JMI.

If you are interested in getting involved, please 
contact the school office.





Wishlist You are probably all aware of the increasing stretch on 
school budgets. School funding is a concern for all school 
leaders at the moment, and we are certainly noticing the 
restrictions on the school budget at Gaddesden Row. 

We’re incredibly grateful to GRAFT who help support 
funding for school trips and a range of curriculum 
events, but we are still looking at creative ways to 
supplement our school income. 



Wishlist

The school often has parents that ask if there is anything they can do by way 
of supporting. As a result, we now have an Amazon wish list. Every purchase 
and donation helps us to have an exciting, broad range and choice of texts in 
our school library or new resources and equipment to support learning in 
classes.

If you are in a position to support the school in this way, please have a look at 
our wish list which can be located on the school website, in the top right-hand 
corner, quick links section. I will also attach the linked to my weekly 
newsletter. 



Wishlist If you see something you would like to buy, just follow 
the same process as you would if you were ordering 
something for yourself.  Items will be delivered directly 
to the school, marked for the attention of the relevant 
teacher.

Thank you for your support; it is much appreciated!



Questions? 
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