
History Progression of Skills for Mixed-Age Primary Classes 
This document outlines a progression of history skills designed for mixed-age primary 

classes (YR/1, Y2/3, Y4/5/6). It ensures coherent learning and skill development across all 

age groups, building depth over time. 

Skill Strand YR/1 Y2/3 Y4/5/6 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Distinguish past and 

present in own life; 

sequence simple 

events. 

Place events, people, 

and objects on 

simple timelines; 

understand terms 

past, present, long 

ago. 

Use detailed 

timelines with 

BC/AD; compare 

eras; understand 

how periods fit 

together. 

Knowledge & 

Understanding 

Talk about family, 

local events, and 

familiar stories. 

Study British history 

(local events, 

famous people); 

explore simple 

world events; 

compare aspects of 

life over time. 

Study British and 

world history 

(ancient 

civilizations, Tudors, 

Victorians); explore 

social, cultural, 

political, economic 

aspects. 

Historical Enquiry Ask questions about 

the past; examine 

artefacts, photos, 

and stories. 

Ask and answer 

simple questions; 

use simple sources; 

compare periods of 

history. 

Ask perceptive 

questions; examine 

primary & 

secondary sources; 

identify 

cause/effect; 

analyse different 

interpretations. 

Interpretation & 

Communication 

Describe similarities 

and differences; 

retell simple events. 

Describe events and 

people; give simple 

reasons for 

actions/changes; 

use drawings, 

timelines, role-play, 

simple writing. 

Explain similarities 

and differences; 

present structured 

arguments using 

evidence; use 

writing, 

presentations, 

debates, timelines, 

models. 

 


